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 A twenty six year old self-advocate with autism, Taylor 
Crowe grew up in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, where he 
attended public school until age twenty one.  During his 
education, Taylor’s strengths in art were discovered and 
cultivated.  After graduation from high school, Taylor pursued 
these interests at the prestigious California Institute of the Arts, 
where he graduated in 2007 with a degree in Character 
Animation.  
 
Taylor shares an extraordinary message about the challenges 
and occasionally surprising blessings of this puzzling 
condition.  Diagnosed as severely autistic at age four, Taylor 
explicitly details a life of struggle, confusion and slow, 
incremental successes.  His is a message of hard work and 
exhausting commitment, with remarkable insights into the 
mind and perceptions of an individual with autism.  A gifted 
artist and an extraordinary public speaker, Taylor gives a 
presentation that is truly unforgettable. 
 
 
 

 
 

David Crowe 
 

Taylor Crowe’s father shares some of the lessons he learned as the father of a 
child with autism and describes strategies to be utilized in facilitating friendships 
for children with autism.  He also explains how to enhance positive relationships 
with educators and the value of building community-based support for individuals 
with autism. The importance of personal attitude is a major focus of this 
presentation. 
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“Art is an important part of my life.”  

 From the time I was a little kid I’ve loved animation and cartoons. 
I’ve always liked doing things with art. My first kindergarten teacher 
says I was the “artist” of her class, that she knew even then that I was 
going to be an artist when I got older. I decided when I was about nine 
years old that I wanted to become a professional cartoonist. 
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 After I finished 
high school, I 
developed a 
cartoon called 
“It’s That Time 
of the Year.” 
I’ve always 
been interested 
in cartooning 
and in historical 
dates, and this 
cartoon series 
combines both 
of those 
interests.  
Here are two 
examples: 


